Preface
The tithe surveys of the early Victorian Age, after the great Domesday Book of the eleventh century, represent the most detailed and important national inventory to be taken before our own times. While tithe surveys have been used in a great number of local studies, this is the first reconstruction deriving a national picture from their data. It is a happy coincidence that this book is published in the year which celebrates both the 900th anniversary of Domesday Book and the 150th anniversary of the Tithe Commutation Act which bequeathed the tithe surveys of England and Wales.
In The tithe surveys of England and Wales (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1985), Hugh Prince and I provide an up-to-date guide and work of reference for users of tithe surveys. That book was also conceived as a general introduction to the detailed material which forms the basis of this present work. It is hoped that together these studies will lead to a broader understanding and deeper appreciation of the nation's rural landscapes and agriculture in the middle years of the nineteenth century.
The objects of this Atlas and index of the tithe files of mid-nineteenth-century England and Wales are twofold. First, it communicates some of the wealth of quantitative data on mid-nineteenth-century landscapes and farming to be found in the tithe files. To this end, some elements of mid-nineteenth-century landscapes and agricultural systems are reconstructed cartographically, by a set of computer-generated maps, and statistically, by a series of tables in which parish and township data are aggregated, first to counties and then for the whole of England and Wales. Secondly, this work endeavours to reveal some of the richness and variety of written evidence contained in the whole body of 14,829 tithe files. This task is accomplished by means of analytical place and subject indexes arranged county-bycounty and by brief essays in which themes commonly encountered in the tithe file papers of each county are described and some flavour of their authors' attitudes is provided by selected quotations. These sections of the work are intended as a research tool to draw attention to source material discussed in tithe files and to assist future scholars to exploit these documents.
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